THE   VICTORIAN   ZENITH
face During the years of middle-class rule, it would have seemed hardly sane to doubt that the results of the Industrial Revolution ^ere good in themselves, that better machinery, and increased production, and the advance of science, must, by their very nature, lead to a beneficent progress And if a few exceptional spirits, like Ruskin and Newman, harked wistfully back to the traditions of an earlier, simpler age, this was too much in harmony with the fashionable romantic pose to be taken \ery seriously bj practical men
If it u as the habit of the Victorians to shirk contact uith \ ital issues, certainlj all the circumstances of the time combined to encourage them Until well on into the seventies, England enjojed a perilous run of good luck The lead she had obtained in the industrial race, that enabled her to become first the workshop and afterwards the bank of the world, was uell maintained during the fifties and sixties, owing to the fact that her principal prospective competitors were busy settling their internal and external differences by force of arms The most formidable rival of all, the United States, threw herself temporarily out of the running by plunging into a long and exhausting avil war
Yet another of England's problems, that threatened to become more immediately pressing, she was enabled, by a terrible stroke of fortune, to shelve* When, within ttucee years of thcur gtcat Rdfotm Bill, the Whigs settled down to a time of comfortable stagnation, there stq>pcd to the froot of the stage the huge %we of Broad (yCooadl, the Imh "Liberator", tad lush affiurs demanded an ever-increasing share of the pohdottos* fttttnttoaQ. This was because the sitaatKm created by Pitt's Act of Union -with Ireland m i$oi TO$ one that was bound, sooner or Jatet, to become impossible. Like so majoy other of the legisktm
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